AFFIDAVIT OF MR. SEAN WALSH

IN THE HIGH COURT OF IRELAND
JUDICIAL REVIEW LIST
Record No.: 2026/JR/0847

AFFIDAVIT
I, Sean Walsh, make oath and say as follows:

1.1 am Sean Walsh, aged 38, Senior Investigative Journalist at the
Irish Independent, based in Dublin. I have worked in journalism for 15
years, specializing in criminal justice and human rights issues. I hold a
Bachelor of Arts in Journalism from Dublin City University and have
won several national journalism awards for investigative reporting.

2. I make this affidavit to attest to the legitimacy and rigor of the
investigative journalism process that resulted in the publication of
"Prisons in the Dark" in the Irish Independent on 10 August 2024, and
to provide context regarding Dr. Sarah Keane's motivation, character,
and the public interest served by the disclosure.

PART I: THE INITIAL CONTACT

3. In late July 2024, I was contacted by Dr. Sarah Keane, whom I did
not previously know. She approached me because of my known track
record on prison accountability journalism. She offered to speak to me
about serious human rights concerns at Mittelland Prison.

4. I was initially cautious. Investigative journalists receive many
approaches from people claiming to have important information, and
not all of them prove credible. But Dr. Keane presented herself
professionally, identified herself clearly, and was willing to discuss her
concerns in detail.

5.1 agreed to meet with her and to consider whether her information
merited publication. I made clear that I would publish only if I could
independently verify the substance of her claims and confirm that
publication served the public interest.

PART II: THE INVESTIGATIVE PROCESS

6. I conducted a rigorous and ethically sound journalistic investigation
before deciding to publish. This included:

a. Reviewing Dr. Keane's detailed inspection report - She
provided me with a copy of her official 120-page inspection report
documenting findings from Mittelland Prison. I reviewed this
document carefully, assessed its factual claims, and noted specific
instances of alleged failures.



b. Speaking with Dr. Elena Rossi, Council of Europe prison
inspector - I contacted Dr. Rossi independently and asked
whether the Council of Europe had observed similar concerns at
Mittelland Prison. Dr. Rossi confirmed that the Council of Europe
had conducted its own inspection in April 2024 and had identified
serious deficiencies consistent with Dr. Keane's findings.

c. Attempting to contact Mittelland Prison authorities for
comment - Following basic journalistic practice, I attempted to
contact Mittelland Prison's leadership and the Mittelland Justice
Ministry for response and comment on the allegations. Both
refused to engage.

d. Speaking with family members of Irish prisoners housed at
Mittelland Prison - I identified and spoke with three families who
had relatives in Mittelland Prison. All three reported concerns
about the adequacy of mental health care and about use of solitary
confinement. These accounts aligned with Dr. Keane's findings.

e. Consulting with prison reform experts - I spoke with prison
governance experts at Trinity College Dublin and University
College Cork to assess whether Dr. Keane's findings aligned with
international standards and best practice. All confirmed that the
practices she documented represented serious departures from
international norms.

7. Throughout this process, I applied standard journalistic
methodology: - I did not accept Dr. Keane's account as sufficient on its
own - I sought corroboration from independent sources - I attempted
to obtain comment from the institution whose conduct was being
criticized - I consulted with experts to assess the substance of the
claims - I verified every factual assertion to the extent possible

PART III: FACTUAL ACCURACY AND
VERIFICATION

8. Every factual claim in the published article was either: - Verified
through independent sources (e.g., families of prisoners, Council of
Europe inspector, prison experts), or - Clearly attributed to Dr. Keane
as the source

9. I did not exaggerate, embellish, or misrepresent any facts. I did not
include speculation or unverified claims. I presented the information
in a measured, professional manner.

10. I did not name Dr. Keane in the article, referring to her as "a
senior Irish official" out of respect for her safety and because she
requested anonymity. However, I made clear in my reporting the
substance and source of her concerns, allowing readers to understand
that the information came from a knowledgeable insider.

11. To the best of my knowledge, no factual inaccuracy has been
identified by Mittelland authorities or anyone else in the months since
publication.




PART IV: DR. KEANE'S CHARACTER AND
MOTIVATION

12. In my conversations with Dr. Keane before and after publication, I
formed a clear and reliable impression of her character. She is a
person of principle and integrity. She is not motivated by personal
gain, political ambition, revenge, or animus toward Mittelland.

13. She was motivated by concern for vulnerable people in state
custody. She explicitly told me:

"I have spent my career trying to improve conditions for
vulnerable people. I cannot stay silent when I know prisoners
are at serious risk. This may cost me my career, but it's the right
thing to do."

14. She was aware of the legal risks she was taking. She was not
naive or reckless. She made a conscious, principled decision to speak.
She was willing to accept responsibility for that decision.

15. She did not seek payment or any personal benefit. Indeed, she
anticipated—and has now faced—serious professional consequences.

PART V: PUBLIC INTEREST IN
PUBLICATION

16. In my professional judgment as an investigative journalist, Dr.
Keane's disclosure served the public interest by:

a. Exposing serious systemic failures in a state institution -
Mittelland Prison is a facility where the Irish state places some of
its prisoners. The public has a legitimate interest in knowing
whether that facility meets adequate human rights and governance
standards.

b. Holding to account authorities responsible for prisoner
welfare - Accountability is a cornerstone of democratic
governance. When state institutions fail, the public has a right to
know.

c. Alerting Irish authorities to deficiencies in oversight of
transferred prisoners - Ireland has a duty of care toward Irish
prisoners held abroad. The public has an interest in knowing
whether that duty is being adequately discharged.

d. Contributing to broader democratic debate about prison
standards and human rights - The disclosure allowed the public
to participate in informed discussion about appropriate prison
conditions and the adequacy of international accountability
mechanisms.

17. None of these public interests would have been served by silence.
If official channels had produced remediation, there would have been
no need for disclosure. But official channels failed. The public's right
to know was therefore paramount.




PART VI: JOURNALISM ETHICS

18. The publication complied with all applicable ethical standards for
investigative journalism, including:

e The National Union of Journalists Code of Conduct -
requiring accuracy, public interest justification, and respect for
sources

¢ International Press Institute principles - including
independence, accountability, and protection of vulnerable sources

¢ Best practice in investigative journalism - including
verification, comment from the subject, expert consultation

19. I would publish the same article again, based on the same facts
and sources. In my professional judgment, this was precisely the kind
of investigation and publication that responsible democratic
journalism demands.

PART VII: IMPACT OF MITTELLAND'S
RESPONSE

20. I note that Mittelland has responded to the publication by issuing
a criminal charge against Dr. Keane—not against me, the journalist,
but against the civil servant who disclosed the information.

21. This is deeply troubling. It represents an attempt to use criminal
prosecution not to pursue justice, but to silence accountability.
Mittelland is essentially saying: "If you disclose institutional failure,
we will prosecute you."

22. This is precisely the kind of state response to investigative
journalism that threatens press freedom and accountability
throughout the EU. If states can prosecute whistleblowers for
disclosing institutional failures, and if they can use surveillance
powers to identify those whistleblowers, then democratic
accountability becomes impossible.

23. I trust that this Court will refuse to participate in this silencing of
accountability by endorsing Dr. Keane's extradition.

Sworn before me this 16th day of September 2026
[Registrar/Commissioner for Oaths]

Sean Walsh

END OF AFFIDAVIT



